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Michael Donegan 
ITS TIME FOR CHANGE at the FPAA 
I seek your support to bring about Change in OUR Association. My 
reason for running for the FPAA Board is fairly simple. 
I want to fight for the Association’s most important asset, its 
Members. 
Many believe the ruling majority of the Board have overseen a 
decimation of support to members, whilst eroding the leadership 
and technical competency of the Association. Over the past few 
years the Board Executive has: 
- Spent hundreds of thousands of members money on legal 
proceedings against other Board members and staff. 
- Overseen the loss of many staff, including senior staff such as: 
- CEO Scott Williams 

- Deputy CEO Matthew Wright 
- GM Training Chris Wyborn 
- GM Accreditation Leo Mautone 
- COO Nathan Semous 
- CEO John Clampett 
- These Critical positions have been a revolving door - this greatly effects the FPAA management 
continuity. 
Members I’ve spoken to have noticed 
o An Unacceptable level of technical support 
o Stopping the delivery of all Cert 2 and Cert 3 training for months 
o Poor FPAA customer service. 
o Staff resources Not adequately supported. 
 
Fundamentally the sole purpose of an Industry Association should be to listen to and act on behalf of 
its members, do you feel that’s what’s happening??? 
Many members I’ve spoken to, feel the ruling majority of the Board has failed its members. The 
Members are the lifeblood of the Association.!! 
With 30 plus years of national experience in our industry, and previous FPAA Board experience and 
holding Cert 2 and Cert 3 in Fire Protection, FPAS Detection Design and FPAS Assessment 
accreditation and a Masters of Business Management, I’m committed to bring the FPAA back to a 
member based association. 
 
I seek your Vote to help bring about change for the better. 
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Lorenzo Fazzini 
 Lorenzo Fazzini is the Managing Director and Principal of the 
LAF Group, a company with over 61 years expertise in 
providing fire lightweight specialty minerals as well as fire 
engineering solutions for elements of building construction. 
Lorenzo has been the driving force behind LAF’s Research and 
Development since the early 80’s and has been a key to LAF’s 
success and a catalyst for the future of the group. Lorenzo is 
an expert in the processing of vermiculite minerals and its 
derivatives, for application in building construction, industrial 
and horticultural industries. In the construction sector the 
major use is in thermal, building fire protection and noise 
attenuation, where they are utilised in the form of spray-on 
materials as well as pre-fabricated panels. 
 

Awards 
In April 2004, the LAF Group was a recipient of the Sydney Western Industry Awards under the 
category of Export Manufacturing Excellence: for outstanding export achievement by a 
manufacturer. 
 
In June 2011 Lorenzo Antonio Fazzini, under a proposal by the Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri, 
was awarded, ‘ad Commendam’, (Commendatore), Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana, by the 
President of the Italian Republic, The Hon. Giorgio Napolitano, for services rendered to the 
Australian and Italian Community. 
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Lewis Arthur Goodsir 
 Firstly, it shouldn’t surprise any of us to learn that there are 
many elements that go to make up the psyche of a Fire 
Professional. So after having served in this profession for over 
forty years I feel that before retirement I would like to offer 
something back to the profession, and that a good way of doing 
this would be to serve in an Executive Members role in a 
discipline that is so close to my heart. Being a Fire Professional 
has always been much more than a job or vocation to me, it 
became a way of life early in my career. 
As Owner/Director of a Fire Safety Business in Australia of 
fourteen years, an ex London Fire Brigade Officer of eighteen 
years, plus Owner/Director of a Fire Consultancy in the UK for a 
further ten years; And having worked in numerous other 
countries in fire, I have attended many incidents, put in place a 

number of Risk Management and Engineering solutions, solved many of those ‘unsolvable’ 
problems, and all of that aside from balancing decisions that could have dire consequences and bring 
responsibilities like no other profession. I have also completed numerous courses and qualifications 
along the way in this diverse discipline. As fire engineering and fire protection are moving more 
closely together to form more of a holistic approach, I find that my experience covers both sides of 
our profession well. I believe in a holistic approach and try to introduce this whenever a need may 
arise for its use, be it in introducing a Performance Solution or just bringing compliance of an 
unusual situation that isn’t covered elsewhere. 
And hey! it’s a fantastic way of life and one that gets into the blood. In short, it would be an honour 
to serve. 
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Paul Hanlon   
With 20 years of experience inside the Fire industry, I have 
worked across the country protecting people and property. 
 
Beginning as an apprentice in the early 1990's to becoming the 
National Fire Services Manager for one of the largest Facilities 
Management companies is the country, this industry has been a 
part of my entire professional life. As such, I am passionate 
about how it is governed and controlled. I believe the protection 
of the Fire Industry as a whole, and its place in the modern 
business environment, is essential to the safety of our clients 
and the continuing growth of our businesses. 
 
The regulation and protection of the Fire Industry is as 

important a cause as there is right now. It's vital that an organisation such as the FPA leads the way 
to bring a uniformed approach to the industry nationally, ensuring the continued development of 
safe work practices and accountability protocols. Lives literally depend on it. Respectfully, I would 
like to be a part of the work to make this happen. 
 
I take great pride in being considered for a position on the Board. The Fire Industry has been kind to 
me over the years and I would relish this opportunity to not only give something back, but also make 
a real difference. 
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Karen Hunt  
I am passionate about the fire industry and have spent the last 
25 years building a national fire business. 

If elected as a Board Director, I would seek to support all 
members large and small, to create a trusted Fire industry 
through education, training and further development of 
qualifications.  My focus would be on improving the 
professionalism of the industry with a new innovative approach. 

I look forward to receiving your vote and to making a difference 
in the fire industry. 

Experience:  

I have been in the Fire Industry for over 25 years having founded Celsius Fire which operates 
nationally and Fire2u our QLD division. 

My expertise lies in compliance to legislation, Building Codes and Australian Standards and I have a 
vast knowledge of legislation both at Federal Level and State Level. Having this broad knowledge 
would assist in the performance of any duties required as a Board Member, especially offering an 
objective view and comparison of state legislation.  

I am passionate about training, in particular the quality of training currently provided in Australia 
and ways this can be improved. The diverse range of her experience throughout Australia has given 
me enormous insight into the processes and risks behind the different state legislation and 
implementation of different training requirements. What has worked, what hasn’t and how to 
improve legislation in the future.  

Qualifications  

• Member of FPA Australia Technical Advisory Committee for Maintenance of fire protection 
systems and equipment (TAC/1) 

• Graduate Certificate, Performance based building codes-Fire  
• Certificate IV in Business Management (Human Resources) 
• Bachelor of Marketing 
• Certificate III, Human Resources 
• FPAS Inspection and Testing 
• QBCC Occupational Fire License 
• FPAS Fire Safety Assessor– AP(FS)  
• VBA Registered Building Practitioner 
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Brad Johannsen 
Brad is the Managing Director of TESG, a multiskilled 
international fire safety engineering, building surveying 
and essential safety measures consultancy firm. With 
nearly 30 years of industry experience. Brad's 
experience at managing significant projects and 
industry best practices allows him the time to now 
focus on new opportunities within his industry and to 
provide knowledge, experience, and time to his role 
with the FPAA.  
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Ray Mergard  
Appreciate the nomination it was very unexpected. 

I am pleased to let you know I have basically spent my entire 
working life in the Fire Protection industry in Australia. 

In 1974 I had my start as an apprentice Electrical Fitter Mechanic 
with May Oatway Brisbane. They had those fancy drop shutter 
FIPs & highly reliable wire detectors. 

I was fortunate to have had 18 years with Wormald’s. Especially 
pre-Tyco. It was a Company that put great effort into training staff 
for their various roles. 

From there came the best part of my work life in Fire starting 
Amerex Fire Australia with my business partner Phil Morris who I 
met in TYCO as a Financial Controller. We imported our first 

container of extinguishers into the country, established a great group of distributors & so started 22 
years of our Company Fire Safety Equipment. 

So through this lifetime I have been involved in Portables, Suppression, Fire Doors, electrical & wet 
systems, started passive fire collars , pillows & sealants with WFS when they were first introduced to 
Australia, maintenance , design & contracting.  

It’s been a hell of a ride. 

Oh that’s right the FPAA !  I was on the original FPIA Qld committee before we officially joined to 
start the FPA in Australia. I was privileged to Chair the Qld group through the transition. I am 
currently on the TAC11/22 Committee & have Chaired the TAC3/7 committee for some time now.  

I am happy to give my time back to the industry that looked after me & my business for many good 
years. I personally believe that this industry would not be as it is today without this organization. It 
needs to be supported so our industry can continue to grow especially in the after COVID years to 
come. 
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Mark Potter 
I seek your support to be elected to the FPA Australia Board. I will 
be advocating on behalf of all members to ensure that FPA 
Australia provides true value for members, meaningful member 
engagement, stronger support and services for all states, enhance 
the fire industry market and ensuring the office support team has 
enough staff, resources and tools to deliver these critical services 
and objectives. 
 
FPA Australia’s core role and reason for existence is that of a 
member-based organisation. Member engagement, value-based 
services and advice requires input from members in all parts of 
Australia to ensure that the Association's strategies and policies 
truly reflect member needs and not just those of a few influential 

members. 
 
I will ensure that all members have a voice. My first task will be to advocate for the Association to 
clearly acknowledge and include within the Constitution and Strategic Directions, the requirement to 
engage in a meaningful and transparent manner with the members. Unfortunately, the current 
Constitution does not clearly articulate that key role to ensure that members are engaged in the 
development of policy direction and decisions. 
 
I am currently a member and have been associated with FPA Australia for nearly 25 years, as a 
member and past employee. I have firsthand knowledge of the role of the organisation. 
 
I have worked within the fire protection industry for nearly 30 years with the fire service, private 
industry and training providers. I am currently working in the bushfire consultancy industry. This 
experience in many different aspects of the fire industry provides me with an understanding of the 
entire breadth of the fire industry and not just of one aspect. Much of that time has been in the 
private commercial sector and I fully appreciate the demands, difficulties and needs of our 
members.  
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Paul Roseworn  
Paul Roseworn is a director of Bowsers, a large, passive fire rating 
company offering integrated contracting, and professional 
engineering support for the construction and maintenance of all 
types of building assets. Based in Sydney, he oversees the technical 
aspects of his business including training and accreditation of staff, 
supporting his client base and industry stakeholders, and the 
ongoing understanding of new product developments. 
 
Paul has been with Bowsers since 2002 and prior to that, spent over 
a decade in the production engineering and construction industries. 
He holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering with First Class 
Honours, a Graduate Diploma in Building Fire Safety and Risk 
Engineering, and a Master of Business Administration (Technology 
Management). 

 
Paul’s experience includes working in both the construction and ongoing maintenance of assets in all 
major sectors including building, industrial and infrastructure. As a result, he can offer real world, 
practical insights to the fire protection industry. 
 
As passive fire protection requires coordination between many stakeholders to ensure a compliant 
outcome, Paul has gained many years of experience in working and negotiating with teams to ensure 
all parties achieve their required outcomes. As someone who is well known within the passive fire 
rating industry, Paul has been approached on many occasions by other industry bodies and State 
Government Departments to provide technical input. 
 
Paul is passionate about the fire protection industry and very willing to share his knowledge and 
experience. His large professional network enables him to understand the needs of all parties within 
the fire protection industry. Through his years of experience in senior management, Paul can see the 
“big picture” and offer practical, strategic approaches to the challenges the industry faces. He looks 
forward to your support in the upcoming board election for the Fire Protection Association of 
Australia. 
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Kristian Speers  
My goal: 

“To provide every member of the FPA Australia with great 
value and an unmatched association experience”. 

With energy, excitement and enthusiasm I will make a 
difference to the members. 

Being a member of the FPA Australia is a sign of recognition.  
With a history of almost 100 years, this iconic organisation that 
has influenced fire protection on a national scale is ready to 
move to the next level.  I am committed to being your member 
advocate, no matter your area of interest, geographical 
location or level of membership. 

Workers in the fire protection industry, be it bushfire specialists, engineering designers, product 
manufacturers, suppliers, installers and post occupancy service providers keep our community safe 
from the devastating effects of fire.  Being a member of the FPA Australia is your commitment to 
being professional and recognised as the best in the industry.  A badge we should wear with pride. 

An experienced GM with 20+ years’ experience spanning across significantly different business units 
globally.  An expert at developing, implementing and managing effective strategies, leading multi-
functional teams through significant change and leadership programs that transformed business 
units.  

Today, I oversee the Australian and export operations of DEKS Industries and also serve as a director 
of two companies that are fully owned subsidiaries of one of New Zealand’s top 30 publicly listed 
company.   
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Alexander Starkey 
I have worked within the fire safety industry for 19 years. In this 
time I have gained strong knowledge and understanding of the 
fire protection industry. This has been obtained through my work 
as a fire protection contractor in both Design, Field Work and 
Project Management roles.  

Within my current position with LPG Fire Australia, I work with a 
team of dedicated fire protection professionals who consistently 
strive to provide high quality solutions for Special Hazards fire 
risks across many disciplines of Fire Protection. 

I have dedicated the last five years to designing, supplying, and 
commissioning Special Hazard Fire Protection Systems across all 
major industry sectors in the Australia and New Zealand markets. 

Extremely passionate about fire systems design and the relevant education within the industry, I 
donate my time to industry training bodies to assist and educate apprentices and aim to improve the 
quality and availability of training across the industry within Australia.   

As leaders, I strongly believe through education and dedication we can create a safer, stronger 
industry, where the risks and devastating effects of fire can be significantly reduced through 
effective and industry-leading fire protection. 

Through innovative change, education and leadership I am confident in my ability to mentor, 
motivate and inspire companies, organisations, and individuals across Australia to improve fire 
safety and protection. 
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Christine Anne Stewart  
Christine Stewart 
I have been a part of the Fire Protection Industry in excess of 40 
years having worked in many aspects of the industry from a Cadet 
Fire Sprinkler Designer in the contracting side of the industry 
through to a Senior Fire Services Design Consultancy. I have 
worked from the concept design phase through to final sign off 
documentation. 
As a result, I have worked with contractors, system designers, fire 
safety engineers, building certifier’s and relevant State Fire 
services; as such I have developed an overall appreciation of the 
industry. 
I believe those with long term experience within the industry need 
to pass on their knowledge and experience to others to ensure the 
competency and integrity of our industry, and to promote our 
industry so new practitioners enter the industry at highly trained 

levels. 
As a business owner I am aware of the issues confronting many FPAA members, and my aim is to 
ensure issues directly impacting on members both individual and corporate are adequately 
addressed. 
Fire protection is important and should be recognised as such. If supported by the members and 
elected to your board I look forward to contributing to the advancement of the association, its 
members and fire protection not only in Queensland but nationally in general. 
I believe with my business, practical and consulting skills in the Fire Protection Industry I will 
represent the member interests well and in particular in Queensland. 
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Henk Van Ravenstein   
I am the Principal in a substantial engineering consultancy 
company with offices on the West and East coasts of Australia. I 
have previously been on the FPAA Board as a Director from 2013 
to 2019 and have seen the challenging environment with the 
impact of COVID19 and major regulatory changes and 
compliance issues for the members. 
 
My experience, my passion and my eagerness to contribute to a 
high calibre board and membership are the reasons I have 
chosen to apply for this role. I have the time to commit to the 
good governance, leadership and willing to address the needs of 
the membership. I will not lose sight of what the membership 
wants. 
 
I am very driven and a passionate person and with my extensive 

experience and accomplishments in building regulatory, fire safety and risk management areas with 
a good track record of performance in government agencies and private sector companies. 
 
I am ready and very committed to being involved with a board and the organisation where I can 
deliver value through my expertise and experience the governments’ workings as well as my passion 
to see through the interests of the organisation which are the members. 
 
As having been a past Board Director, and I was part of the development of strategies to deliver and 
ensure that the value and importance of the members are addressed to the public, and Government. 
 
I want to continue to invest in the members and I am confident you’ll find me a good fit for your 
needs as a Director of the FPAA. 
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Douglas White  
Douglas brings over 25 years of professional sales and project 
management experience within the fire protection industry. 
Currently the Business Development Manager for Johnson 
Controls, he is responsible for raising product awareness and 
driving new system integrations for clients across various 
market verticals such as commercial, industrial, residential, 
defence and hospitality, as well as oil and gas. 
 
Equipped with strong fire design and application background, 
Douglas is focused on collaborating with subject matter 
experts and end users to develop effective fire protection 
design and solutions – from concept to completion. He has 
previously worked with many large organisations including the 
Australian Department of Defence, Woolworths and Optus, 

and consulted on numerous complex projects such as AFFF systems for helicopter hangars and 
sprinkler and gaseous suppression systems for large-scale data centres. 
 
Douglas is passionate about the application of integrated technology and he believes the future of 
fire protection lies in the reducing of response times to detect and suppress fire. Douglas 
understands that fire protection is of upmost importance to building owners, facility managers, 
developers and occupants. He is deeply committed to safety and giving people confidence in places 
where they work and live. 
 
As an avid fire safety advocate, Douglas sits on the FPAA 4/8/9 committee and is a member of the 
Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition. Douglas is recognised as a member of the Institute of Engineers 
Australia and holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) from the University of Technology, 
Sydney. 
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Stuart Yarnall  
There is much work still required by FPA Australia to 
represent the entirety of the fire protection industry 
and provide world class membership, resources, 
education, research, events & advocacy. I was co-
opted onto your board in August 2020 to begin the 
work required and am seeking your support to 
continue the journey in delivering upon the works 
undertaken to date and the incredible opportunities 
awaiting all members and the association. 
 

This journey requires strengthened governance controls, refined strategic direction, improved 
financial and operational delivery and enhanced risk mitigation. Greater member engagement is 
critical to achieve this and while you and our members provide unparalleled technical expertise and 
industry knowledge, it is my deep Strategic, Operational, Financial, Governance & Risk expertise I 
offer you in return. I chair the newly established Finance, Audit & Risk Committee (created to 
provide deepened oversight of financial, governance and risk matters for FPA Australia) and have 
also served on numerous other boards so understand the importance of what is required. 
 
Professionally, I am purpose driven with demonstrated achievements in highly visible, fast paced and 
highly regulated contexts. An exemplary leader, I empower people and ensure accountability and 
organisational performance during periods of transformation. I have unique insight to the Fire 
Protection Industry with a robust network of stakeholder relationships through serving as Director 
and General Manager for Fire Equipment Services (FES); a division of Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV). My 
LinkedIn profile (www.linkedin.com/in/syarnall) provides further background details should you like 
to know more or reach out me. 
 
My desire is to continue leading and developing the industry and our association to enhance fire 
prevention and protection while reducing the impact of fire on Australian people, property and 
environment. I therefore humbly seek your endorsement to continue serving you on the board. 
 
Thank you and regards, 
Stuart. 
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