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Dear FPA Australia members, 
 
Project to review AS 2444-2001, Portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets - Selection and location 
 
FPA Australia’s Technical Advisory Committee for portable and mobile equipment (TAC/3/7) has undertaken a 
variety of projects in the past few years* and is now seeking to undertake a review of Australian Standard 
AS 2444-2001, Portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets - Selection and location with the aim of submitting 
a project proposal to Standards Australia to revise this Standard. 

*See the end of this document for a list of technical documents developed by TAC/3/7 

 
In undertaking this project, TAC/3/7 is particularly interested in obtaining the input of FPA Australia members 
and other users (including end users) of portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets to find out what issues 
you have had or experienced in regards to applying AS 2444 to ensure such issues are considered and 
addressed. 
 
To assist you in identifying what sort of issues could be raised, TAC/3/7 has provided the following examples 
that have already been identified: 

 Extinguishers of different sizes but the same rating and classification 

Extinguisher rating and classification (e.g. 2A:20B:E) is currently used to determine suitable 
extinguishers and their distribution but you can sometimes get extinguishers of the same rating and 
classification but of different sizes (e.g. 4.5kg or 9kg). Does size also need to be a consideration in the 
selection of extinguishers? 

For example, should a minimum extinguisher size also be set or should the issue of size simply be 
discussed as part of the informative appendices so people understand the advantages and 
disadvantages of a smaller or larger size for the same rating and classification? 

 More information on what are light, ordinary and high hazards 

Greater clarification needed of what are light, ordinary and high hazards and what this means for 
selection, location and distribution of extinguishers. 

 Need to review any contradictions between AS 2444 and the BCA 

 Further guidance required on extinguishers in vehicles 

Clarification needed on the difference between similar vehicle types in Table 5.1. 

Clarification also needed on when an extinguisher fitted with a hose is needed and why/if higher 
ratings are needed for extinguishers in vehicles used outside urban areas. 

 Need to address extinguishers for use on ethanol blended fuels 

Ethanol blended fuels are now readily available and have been for some time however there is no 
clear guidance on extinguisher type for this hazard. This may also require changes to the testing 
standard (AS/NZS 1850) to include a test for such fuels. 
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If you would like to provide your input to these or any other issues, please visit the survey here which sets out 
the information we need to be able to address any issues you raise. If you would like to provide supporting 
documents, images, etc. or wish to provide a significant number of issues, please contact the FPA Australia 
Technical Department at technical@fpaa.com.au and we can provide a word document where you can 
provide these issues with the appropriate information we need to be able to consider them. 
 
Also, if you would like to participate in this project or would like some further information on the project, 
please contact the Technical Services department at technical@fpaa.com.au or ring 03 8892 3131. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Matthew Wright 
General Manager Technical Services / Deputy CEO 
 
 
 

 
TAC/3/7 have published the following technical documents: 

Good Practice Guides (GPGs) 

 GPG-02 Completion of Extinguisher Service Records When Not All Tasks Can Be Undertaken 

Information Bulletins (IBs) 

 IB-03 Mandatory Standards for Portable Fire Extinguishers 

 IB-07 Date of Manufacture Stamping of Portable Fire Extinguisher Cylinders 

 IB-08 Safe Handling of Portable Fire Extinguishers During Servicing 

 IB-13 Frequently Asked Questions: Portable Fire Extinguishers 
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