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1.0

Position Statement
It is FPA Australia’s position that technicians servicing non-gaseous pre-engineered vehicle fire
suppression systems (vehicle systems) should meet the following requirements:
•

2.0

Hold the unit of competency CPPFES2027A Inspect, test and maintain non-gaseous preengineered fire-suppression systems as well as the core fire protection servicing units of
competency:
o

CPPCMN2002A Participate in workplace safety arrangements

o

CPPFES2003A Safely move loads and dangerous goods

o

CPPFES2004A Identify types of installed fire safety equipment and systems

o

CPPFES2006A Prepare for installation and servicing operations

•

Have access to the manufacturer’s relevant service manuals

•

Be able to demonstrate knowledge of the manufacturer’s relevant service manuals and
practical application of procedures specified in the manufacturer’s relevant service manuals.

•

Where manufacturer specific training is available for the systems to be serviced, strong
consideration should be given to undertaking this training.

Purpose
This Position Statement has been prepared by FPA Australia to advocate the Association's position
on requirements for technicians servicing non-gaseous pre-engineered vehicle fire suppression
systems (vehicle systems) to assist system owners to select competent technicians.

3.0

Audience
This position statement is intended for:
(i) FPA Australia members
(ii) Vehicle system owners
(iii) Vehicle system service technicians
(iv) National, state and territory regulators and other interested industry stakeholders (e.g.
vehicle system manufacturers and suppliers, insurers, etc.)
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4.0

Background
Non-gaseous pre-engineered vehicle fire suppression systems (vehicle systems) are installed into
vehicles where it is considered that there is significant risk. This risk may be:
•

To the occupant (due to the nature of the vehicle’s layout, size, operation or use)

•

To the vehicle (due to the expense of repairs and/or loss of productivity if the vehicle were
to be damaged by fire)
and/or

•

To other individuals, vehicles and/or surrounding infrastructure should the initial fire not be
contained.

Given the importance of such systems, it is critical that they are serviced by competent technicians
so that they will operate when required. However, as there are currently no licencing requirements
for such technicians, it can be difficult for system owners to identify who is appropriately qualified to
service their vehicle systems.

5.0

Discussion
While no licencing requirement currently exists for vehicle system service technicians, there is a
nationally endorsed unit of competency under the Australian Qualification Framework for servicing
vehicle systems—CPPFES2027A Inspect, test and maintain non-gaseous pre-engineered firesuppression systems—as well as core units of competency for the servicing of any fire protection
systems and equipment:
•

CPPCMN2002A Participate in workplace safety arrangements

•

CPPFES2003A Safely move loads and dangerous goods

•

CPPFES2004A Identify types of installed fire safety equipment and systems

•

CPPFES2006A Prepare for installation and servicing operations

It must be noted, however, that completion of unit CPPFES2027A does not automatically
guarantee the competence of an individual in the servicing of a particular system. Completion of
the unit of competency confirms basic, generic skills and knowledge related to the inspection,
testing and maintenance of such systems, but does not confirm detailed knowledge of a specific
manufacturers’ system.
Completion of manufacturer specific training or, as a minimum, access to the relevant manufacturer
maintenance documentation is essential to ensure that an individual is competent to maintain a
specific system.
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As such, FPA Australia recommends evidence of the following be sought to confirm the
competence of individuals servicing these systems:
1. Completion of the relevant nationally endorsed unit of competency—CPPFES2027A
Inspect, test and maintain non-gaseous pre-engineered fire-suppression systems—as well
as the core fire protection servicing units CPPCMN2002A, CPPFES2003A, CPPFES2004A
and CPPFES2006A;
2. Access to the manufacturer’s maintenance documentation relevant to the specific systems
being serviced;
3. Knowledge and practical application of procedures specified in the relevant manufacturer’s
service manuals; and
4. Where manufacturer specific training is available for the systems to be serviced, strong
consideration should be given to undertaking this training.

6.0

FPA Australia’s voluntary Fire Protection Accreditation Scheme
(FPAS)
FPA Australia runs a voluntary fire protection accreditation scheme (FPAS) which does includes
accreditation for vehicle system technicians. However, the nature of this scheme is that it reflects
minimum qualification requirements under the Australian Qualification Framework and therefore
only requires technicians to hold the relevant units of competency. It is does not cover competence
in servicing specific systems and therefore an FPAS qualification forms only one of the minimum
requirements recommended by this Position Statement.

7.0

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this correspondence reflect those of FPA Australia however are subject to change
based on receipt of further information regarding the subject matter. You should interpret the technical
opinion or information provided carefully and consider the context of how this opinion / information will be
used in conjunction with the requirements of regulation (state and/or federal); relevant standards, codes or
specifications; certification; accreditation; manufacturer’s documentation and advice; and any other relevant
requirements, instructions or guidelines. FPA Australia does not accept any responsibility or liability for the
accuracy of the opinion / information provided, nor do they accept either directly or indirectly any liabilities,
losses and damages arising from the use and application of this opinion / information.

© Copyright 2017 Fire Protection Association Australia.
Material distributed by FPA Australia is subject to copyright. Any information within this publication may not be
reproduced in printed or electronic form without permission from FPA Australia.
For more information, please see www.fpaa.com.au or contact FPA Australia on: 1300 731 922.
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