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Adoption and use of AS 1851-2012
FPA Australia aims to promote the protection of life,
property and the environment from fire and related emergencies.

Document history
Version 1.0 published August 2013

Version 2.0 published August 2014
Document updated to acknowledge the following changes in legislation and codes:
•

ACTFB Policy FS-05 removed from the ACT Fire & Rescue website while it is under review

•

Section I Maintenance removed from the Building Code of Australia (this particularly affects the
Northern Territory which referenced a variation to Part I that specified the suggested
maintenance standards)

•

Queensland Development Code (QDC) Mandatory Part (MP) 6.1 – Commissioning and
maintenance of fire safety installations updated to require use of AS 1851-2012

•

Tasmania’s Director’s Specified List updated to require use of AS 1851-2012

•

Western Australia’s Building Regulations 2012 updated to include requirement for maintenance
of buildings

Version 3.0 published March 2015
Document updated to acknowledge the following changes in legislation and codes:
•

Transition period to version 1.3 of MP 6.1 concluded on 1 January 2015 with all buildings in
Queensland now required to follow version 1.3

•

Minister’s Specification SA 76 dated January 2000 superseded by 2015 edition

Version 4.0 published May 2016
Document updated to acknowledge the following changes in advisory notes and legislation:
•

Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Service Advisory Note – Maintenance of Building Fire Safety
Measures, published December 2015 confirming AS 1851-2012 is a relevant standard for
maintenance pursuant to regulation 11(6)(a) of the Fire and Emergency Regulations

•

Victorian Building Amendment Regulations 2016, dated 26 April 2016 - introduced new
regulation 1205A confirming compliance with AS 1851-2012 is taken as compliance with earlier
edition of AS 1851 or equivalent standard nominated as a condition on an occupancy permit or
maintenance determination
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1.0

Purpose
AS 1851 is the Australian Standard for the routine servicing (maintenance) of fire protection systems
and equipment. A comprehensive revision of this standard was released in December 2012:
AS 1851-2012, Routine service of fire protection systems and equipment. Australian standards are
published as consensus documents following extensive industry and community consultation. This
latest revision of AS 1851 includes significant improvements including the latest ‘state-of-the-art’
information and routines for ensuring the reliability of fire protection systems and equipment whilst
also seeking to enhance other community benefits including improved safety, cost reduction and
reduced environmental impact.
The release of AS 1851-2012 was the culmination of many years of work encompassing research,
analysis and evaluation of:
•

emerging industry trends;

•

deficiencies in previous standards and practices;

•

public safety outcomes;

•

environmental impacts; and

•

cost benefit to key stakeholders.

Whilst the new edition of the Standard represents a significant improvement over previous editions,
its use and adoption throughout Australia is not always a straight forward process as a result of the
differing legislative frameworks that exist in each state and territory.
This Good Practice Guide is intended to provide practical guidance on the regulatory framework
relating to the maintenance of fire protection systems and equipment in each state and territory and
the use of AS 1851-2012. The guide provides information pertinent for each State and Territory as
well as some general advice that further expands on the information contained in the Association’s
Position Statement PS-03 Adoption and use of AS 1851-2012.

FPA Australia Members can access the full Good Practice Guide
via the CONNECT resource platform here. For information about
becoming an FPA Australia member please call 1300 731 922 or
email join@fpaa.com.au
© Copyright 2016 Fire Protection Association Australia.
Material distributed by FPA Australia is subject to copyright. Any information within this publication may not be
reproduced in printed or electronic form without permission from FPA Australia.
For more information, please see www.fpaa.com.au or contact FPA Australia on: 1300 731 922.
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