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1.0 Purpose Statement 

The purpose of this document is to provide information on the date of manufacture stamping of 
portable fire extinguishers and the impact that the manufacture and supply process has on the 
likely date of manufacture stamp to be found on extinguishers purchased from manufacturers. 

2.0 Audience 

This Information Bulletin is intended for: 

(i) FPA Australia members; 

(ii) Portable fire extinguisher suppliers; 

(iii) Portable fire extinguisher distributors and retailers; and, 

(iv) Purchasers and end users of portable fire extinguishers. 

3.0 Background 

A portable fire extinguisher cylinder is a gas cylinder. The Australian Standard for gas cylinders is 
AS 2030.1–2009, Gas cylinders—General requirements, which is legislated in the Work Health and 
Safety Legislation of most states and territories. AS 2030.1 states in its scope that “The 
requirements for gas cylinders in fire extinguisher systems and fire extinguishers, apply only where 
suitable requirements are not given in another Australian Standard”. AS 1841.1–2007, Portable fire 
extinguishers—General requirements covers gas cylinder requirements, therefore portable fire 
extinguishers cylinders need only meet the requirements of AS 1841.1, not AS 2030.1. 

The exception to this is that AS 1841.1 refers back to AS 2030.1 for CO2 type extinguishers. 
Therefore cylinders for CO2 type extinguishers must meet the requirements of AS 2030.1. 

As such, the cylinder requirements for fire extinguishers are as follows: 

• Non-CO2 extinguishers must meet the cylinder requirements of AS 1841.1. 

• C02 extinguishers must meet the cylinder requirements of AS 2030.1. 
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4.0 Date of manufacture stamping 

AS 1841.1 Clause 9.2 requires each portable fire 
extinguisher cylinder to be: 

Externally and visibly marked with the date of 
manufacture by stamping, etching, engraving or 
embossing on the extinguisher body or permanent 
attachment.” 

As a minimum, this mark is to include the month and year 
of manufacture in the form “MM/YY” or “MM/YYYY”. 

 
Figure 1 Sample extinguisher date stamp 

For CO2 type extinguisher cylinders, AS 1841.1 directs to 
AS 2030.1 which in turn directs to AS 2030.5–2009, Gas 
cylinders—Filling, inspection and testing of refillable 
cylinders. 

Clause 10.3 of AS 2030.5 requires “manufacturer’s marks” 
to be permanently marked on the cylinder including the 
“date of original test”. While Appendix D of AS 2030.5 
provides some guidance to the form of this marking, it is 
not defined. However, it is generally in a recognisable 
format of “MM/YYYY” or “YYYY/MM”, see Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2 Sample CO2 extinguisher date stamp 

4.1 Location of date of manufacture stamp 

The location of the date of manufacture stamp is not specified in either AS 1841.1 or 
AS 2030.5. The only direction given in AS 1841.1 is that “The depth of stamping shall 
be such as to maintain the minimum wall thickness… at all relevant points of the 
pressure envelope”. AS 2030.5 is more limited, with the only relevant information being 
the following advice found in Note 3 of informative Appendix D: “Marks should be 
stamped on the thickened portion of a seamless gas cylinder”. 

As such, the date of manufacture stamp may be found anywhere on a portable fire 
extinguisher cylinder, including its base. 

4.2 When is a cylinder stamped with the date of 
manufacture and what does this mean? 

For cylinders to AS 1841.1, the date stamp indicates “the date of manufacture” for the 
cylinder. For CO2 type portable fire extinguisher cylinders it is the “date of original test”. 
In both cases this mark is made during the construction, inspection and testing of the 
cylinder. 
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5.0 Impact of the manufacture and supply process on the likely 
date of manufacture stamp to be found on extinguishers 
purchased from manufacturers 

All portable fire extinguishers are currently manufactured overseas; none are made in Australia. 

There are several steps in the manufacture and supply process from manufacture of the portable 
fire extinguisher cylinder to the arrival of the complete and charged extinguisher at the manufacturer 
in Australia. The time period across these steps can be quite lengthy. 

These steps are as follows: 

1. Portable extinguisher cylinder manufactured; 

2. Completed portable fire extinguishers manufactured (that is, extinguisher components 
added to the cylinder to make it into an extinguisher and, where appropriate, extinguisher 
charged); 

3. Dangerous goods sea freight to Australia; and 

4. Local distribution to manufacturer in Australia. 

In ideal circumstances, this process may occur in one month or even less. However, due to the 
number of steps involved, and particularly the fact that these extinguishers are manufactured 
overseas, delays at any step can result in complete extinguishers not arriving at the manufacturer 
until two or three months after manufacturing commenced. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that depending on stock levels at the manufacturer, extinguishers 
may not be sold for several months more while old stock is cleared first. 

All of the above means that a supplier, distributor or end user purchasing portable fire extinguishers 
from a manufacturer should expect the likely date of manufacture of the extinguishers to be 3 to 6 
months from the date at time of purchase. 

For example, if purchasing an extinguisher in May 2014, it would not be unusual to purchase an 
extinguisher with a date of manufacturer of February 2014 or even November 2013. In this 
example, given the above steps involved, being able to purchase an extinguisher manufactured in 
May 2014 would be a rare occurrence. 
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6.0 What to do if you find an extinguisher with date of manufacture 
stamp ahead of the current date 

FPA Australia members have observed some extinguishers have appeared in the marketplace with 
date of manufacture stamps that are ahead of the current date (e.g. July 2014 when it is only May 
2014). 

This means such stamping has not occurred as per the requirement of AS 1841.1 and AS 2030.5 
and may invalidate the product certification of those extinguishers. As such, FPA Australia would 
recommend anyone who comes across such extinguishers to notify the certification body that 
certifies those extinguishers to take appropriate action to confirm how this has occurred and 
whether the certification of that extinguisher is still valid. 

FPA Australia is also interested such occurrences and would value being informed and involved in 
this process also. 

7.0 Impact of date of manufacture stamps on the servicing of 
portable fire extinguishers 

Portable fire extinguishers are typically serviced in accordance with AS 1851, which requires a five-
yearly hydrostatic pressure testing (six-yearly if using AS 1851-1995). When this test first needs to be 
carried out is defined by the date of manufacture stamp on the extinguisher rather than the date of the 
purchase or installation of the extinguisher. Extinguishers that are pressure tested are then marked and 
future pressure tests are carried out based on the date of the last hydrostatic pressure test. 

8.0 Conclusion 

Portable fire extinguisher cylinders are stamped with the date of manufacture during the 
manufacture, inspection and testing of the cylinder. However, due to steps involved in the 
manufacture and supply process, the likely date of manufacture stamp on extinguishers purchased 
from a manufacturer is to be 3 to 6 months behind the current date. 

9.0 References 

Australian Standards published by Standards Australia International Ltd: 

• AS 1841.1–2007, Portable fire extinguishers—General requirements 

• AS 1851–2012, Routine service of fire protection systems and equipment 

• AS 1851.1–1995, Maintenance of fire protection equipment - Portable fire extinguishers 
and fire blankets 

• AS 2030.1–2009, Gas cylinders—General requirements 

• AS 2030.5–2009, Gas cylinders—Filling, inspection and testing of refillable cylinders 
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10.0 Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in this correspondence reflect those of FPA Australia however are subject to change 
based on receipt of further information regarding the subject matter. You should interpret the technical 
opinion or information provided carefully and consider the context of how this opinion / information will be 
used in conjunction with the requirements of regulation (state and/or federal); relevant standards, codes or 
specifications; certification; accreditation; manufacturer’s documentation and advice; and any other relevant 
requirements, instructions or guidelines. FPA Australia does not accept any responsibility or liability for the 
accuracy of the opinion / information provided, nor do they accept either directly or indirectly any liabilities, 
losses and damages arising from the use and application of this opinion / information. 

 
© Copyright 2014 Fire Protection Association Australia. 
 

Material distributed by FPA Australia is subject to copyright.  Any information within this publication may not be 
reproduced in printed or electronic form without permission from FPA Australia. 
 

For more information, please see www.fpaa.com.au or contact FPA Australia on: 1300 731 922. 
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