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Welcome to HazMat 2015. This year’s conference is back 
in Sydney at the Australian Technology Park.

First and foremost we would like to extend our appreciation to  
this year’s sponsors. Both NSW Environment Protection Authority 
and WorkCover NSW have undertaken Major Sponsorship of the 
conference. The conference greatly values this support, enabling 
industry delegates the opportunity to benefit from high profile 
speakers and content. We are proud to provide a comprehensive, 
diverse and relevant program of specific industry presentations  
for delegates. 

The theme of HazMat 2015 focuses on creating a safer world 
through ensuring required information is accurate, appropriate 
and available for anyone who interacts with dangerous goods  
and hazardous chemicals. 

Our keynote speakers this year address these and other  
relevant issues from both Australia and the United Kingdom, 
while the majority of presentations address specific local and 
international topics.

The social dinner function will again be held on the first night  
of the conference. The conference dinner received a great 
response when it was previously held in Sydney and was  
attended by the majority of delegates, exhibitors, speakers  
and committee members.
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HazMat 2015
As always, we are happy to welcome back many of our repeat 
exhibitors who benefit greatly from the conference, along with 
those new to the event. We also welcome this year’s delegates 
from Australia and New Zealand. The exhibition is an important 
aspect of the conference for delegates and we encourage all in 
attendance to speak with each and every exhibitor.

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the commitment by  
Fire Protection Association Australia (FPA Australia) in continuing 
to host the conference. The Association undertakes the logistics 
and organisation of the event from conception to completion, 
ensuring each delegate has a productive and seamless experience. 
Without the resources and efforts of FPA Australia this important 
industry event simply would not exist. 

We hope you enjoy everything HazMat 2015 has to offer and  
you take away a greater understanding of current industry issues,  
new products and services, ideas and new contacts to better your 
own organisation and the industry.

HazMat 2015 Organising Committee
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Host Organisation

Supporting Organisations

Fire Protection Association Australia 
is the peak technical and educational fire safety 
membership organisation in Australia.

Accord Australasia Limited is the national 
industry association for the Australasian hygiene, 
cosmetic and specialty products industry.

The Australasian Institute of Dangerous  
Goods Consultants is an independent  
industry body that exists for the benefit of  
the dangerous goods industry, regulatory 
authorities, government, business and the 
general community.

The Surface Coatings Association Australia 
Inc. (SCAA) is a not-for-profit membership 
organization which aims to further the 
understanding and development of the 
technology of Surface Coatings in Australia.

The Dangerous Goods Advisory Group meets 
so that industry can discuss safe transportation 
and storage & handling of dangerous goods.

The National Toxics Network is a community 
based network working to ensure a toxic-free 
future for all.

The Royal Australian Chemical Institute 
is the voice of chemistry in Australia.

The Australian Paint Manufacturers’ 
Federation represents the Australian surface 
coating industry.

Fire and Rescue NSW’s purpose is to enhance 
community safety, quality of life and confidence  
by minimising the impact of hazards 
and emergency incidents on the people, 
environment and economy of New South Wales.

The Metropolitan Fire Brigade provides 
a world-class fire and rescue service in the 
Melbourne metro area.

Australian Institute of Occupational 
Hygienists promoting the profession of 
occupational hygiene in industry, government 
and the general community.

The conference dinner allows guests to have an enjoyable  
and relaxed evening out between the two days of 
presentations. Guests will be provided with a sumptuous 
three course meal, drinks, a guest speaker and plenty of  
time to network and socialise.

Location  The Gold Room @ L’Aqua 
Darling Harbour

Date & Time  Tuesday 16 June 
6:30pm for 7:00pm until 10:30pm

Dinner Guest Speaker 
Darren Flanagan
On May 9th 2006 Todd Russell 
and Brant Webb walked out 
of the Beaconsfield mine after 
being trapped underground 
for 14 days. The part played by 
Darren Flanagan in their rescue is one of the 
most dramatic and inspirational stories ever told.

Conference 
Dinner



Conference Program

Day 1 – Tuesday 16 June
08:00 Registration & Exhibition Opening

09:00 Conference Opening & Sponsor Welcome

10:15 Panel Session

12:00 Panel Session

09:55  Experiences with New Zealand Safety Data Sheet 
(SDS) Survey

   In 2014, the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) of New 
Zealand commissioned a survey of safety data sheets (SDS) 
to assess their compliance under the Hazardous Substances 
and New Organisms (HSNO) Act. The results of this audit 
will be presented, along with a summary of the new SDS 
requirements that are being proposed for New Zealand.  
This presentation should be of interest to those involved in 
supplying SDS in New Zealand as well as those supplying 
GHS compliant SDS in Australia.

    Dr Peter Dawson – Environmental Protection  
Authority (NZ) – Principal Scientist, Policy and Legal

11:20  Safety Data Sheets (SDS) – Are They Environmentally 
Fit-for-Purpose?

   In order to carry out a suitable and sufficient assessment of 
environmental risk one requires as a minimum: (a) relevant 
toxicity data as part of a PBT profile; (b) degradation data  
in the form of BOD5 (= acute oxygen stress) and BOD28  
(= longer term degradation) expressed as %COD as well as 
an absolute COD value; (c) information on environmental 
persistence of components and their degradation products; 
and (d) identification of minor components and any potential 
degradation products together with PBT profiling. Values 
should be quoted for any mixture or complex formulation  
as supplied to the end-user and not for individual 
components in isolation.

    Dr Roger A. Klein – Christian Regenhard Centre for 
Emergency Studies – Affiliated Researcher

13:30  NICNAS Reform & Regulatory Issues
   Reform of the notification and assessment of industrial 

chemicals arising from the review of the National Industrial 
Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme will 
be discussed, as well as the Australian Government’s 
Competitiveness Agenda as it relates to industrial  
chemical regulation, including measures such as the  
use of international assessment materials.

    Dr Brian Richards – Office of Chemical Safety, Australian 
Government Department of Health – Executive Director

11:40  Taming the Monster – Free Software for GHS 
Classifications & Shared Safety Data Sheets 
(SharedSDS)

   Is global harmonisation achievable when regulators 
everywhere have been going their own way for decades? 
How can that monster be tamed?

   This presentation reveals how licensed sharing of SDSs  
down the distribution chain and across the world can 
contribute. It proposes an international Foundation 
to support the software and achieve regulatory and 
classification harmonisation – working with established 
industry associations.

    Mike Dewhirst – Climate Pty Ltd – Director

11:00  Safety Data Sheets (SDS): The Regulator’s Perspective 
on SECTION 12 – Ecological Information, Improving 
the Content, Reducing the Risk

   Product users, fire departments and environmental 
protection agencies are often significantly hampered 
by the lack of information in Safety Data Sheets (SDS) in 
risk assessments of site activities or when responding to 
emergency incidents. In most cases the quality and coverage 
of SDSs are poor in one or more areas and almost always 
with regards to Section 12 – Ecological Information and the 
importance of this section is often overlooked as it is not 
usually relevant to day-to-day safety and plant operations. 
The Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection in collaboration with the WA Department of 
Environmental Regulation have developed a new set of 
standards for the content of Section 12 with the aim of 
ensuring the users, regulators and responders have a reliable 
and common basis to assess their overall risks and ultimately 
minimise or avoid costly pollution events.

    Nigel Holmes – Department of Environment & Heritage 
Protection (QLD) – Principal Advisor Incident Management, 
Incident Response Unit

10:30 Morning Tea

12:15 Lunch

09:25  Keynote – Self-help in Hazardous Chemical Issues
   Desmond Waight will describe how the UK based Chemical 

Hazards Communication Society (CHCS) came into existence 
in 1994, has grown from an initial 12 to some 450+ members, 
and the range of help that the CHCS, and its members, 
provide to each other, and via its email based Q&As forum to 
non-members around the globe. Desmond was a founding 
member and Chairman from 1994 until 2009. 

    Desmond Waight – DanGoods Training & Consultancy 
Ltd. (UK) – Owner and Principal Consultant
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16:25 Panel Session

15:35 Battery Recycling in Australia
   The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative (ABRI) has been 

formed by a group of battery manufacturers, distributors, 
recyclers, government bodies and environment groups to 
promote increased recycling of all used batteries.

   ABRI’s role involves research, advocacy, education 
and stakeholder engagement to promote safe and 
environmentally responsible recycling. This presentation  
will describe recent initiatives including a successful 
application to the Competent Authorities Panel in 2012, 
which allows recycling companies to follow packaging 
provisions for the transport of used handheld lithium 
batteries from the European (ADR) code, with some 
additional restrictions. In 2013 ABRI published a series of 
safety guidelines for handheld battery recycling. Future 
work will examine risks and appropriate practices to manage 
the recovery of large used lithium ion batteries, for example 
from energy storage applications.

    Dr Helen Lewis – Australian Battery Recycling Initiative – 
Chief Executive Officer

15:55  GHS labelling and the challenge facing paint 
manufacturers

   With the coming of the GHS labelling system manufacturers 
have decisions to make about cost, stock and timing.

  • Which products require the change? 
  •  How much space do we need? 
  •  When do we change? 
  •  How do we manage stock of all collateral? 
  •  How to we communicate the change?

    Joseph Rodgers-Falk – Valspar Paint (Australia) Pty 
Limited – Compliance & Regulatory Affairs Manager

16:40 Closing Comments

18:30 Conference Dinner

The conference program is subject to change due to unforeseen  
circumstances. All changes are at the discretion of the organising committee. Page 5

14:10  Industrial Poisoning Case Studies
   Chemical incidents, both accidental and deliberate have 

been known to occur for centuries. Though rare, industrial 
poisoning can cause major logistical problems and a health 
care burden. This talk focuses on what we can learn from 
historical industrial chemical incidents. 

    A/Prof. Naren Gunja – New South Wales Poisons 
Information Centre – Clinical Toxicologist 

14:30 Panel Session

15:15  The Transportation of Lithium Batteries by Road/Rail 
& Marine

   Rechargeable Lithium ion batteries (including lithium 
polymer batteries) and non-rechargeable/disposable lithium 
metal batteries (including lithium alloy batteries) are widely 
used in a range of consumer electronics and portable 
electronic devices.

   They are considered as dangerous goods due to the fact 
that they can overheat and ignite under certain conditions. 
Following several serious (fire) incidents during transport, the 
regulations for this product type were adjusted and more 
stringent regulatory requirements were introduced in 2009.

   Following a description of the various types of lithium 
batteries and their risk measurement, Chris will discuss when 
they are declared as Dangerous Goods in transport and how 
they are made safe for transport.

    Chris Reed – Australian Industrial Trainers, Assessors and 
Consultants – Dangerous Goods Instructor

14:45 Afternoon Tea

13:50  Changes to Hazardous Substances Regulations in  
New Zealand and the Likely Impact on Responsible 
Care New Zealand Inc. Members (joint presentation)

   Changes to hazardous substances regulation in New Zealand 
were foreshadowed at Hazmat 2014. These will include 
separation of functions under the HSNO Act between a 
new Health and Safety at Work Act and HSNO and between 
the two regulators, Worksafe and EPA. Worksafe will be 
responsible for the control of hazardous substances in the 
workplace. The EPA will be focusing on changes from HSNO 
to GHS classification and labelling, related changes to Group 
Standards as well as developing an enforcement function 
focussed on importers and manufacturers. The likely impact 
of these changes on Responsible Care New Zealand Inc 
members will be discussed.

    Dr Peter Dawson – Environmental Protection Authority 
(NZ) – Principal Scientist, Policy and Legal

    Ken Clarke – Responsible Care New Zealand Inc. – 
Technical Manager
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08:00 Registration & Exhibition Opening

09:00 Welcome & Housekeeping

09:05  Keynote – Safe Transport of Chemicals & Fuel
   The Toll Group is involved in worldwide supply of logistics 

across all industry groups. Toll Liquids specialise in the 
transportation of bulk liquid and industrial gases by road 
and service the oil, gas and chemical industries in Australia. 
They carry hazardous chemicals, dangerous goods and 
non-hazardous chemicals. Transport incidents which have 
occurred in Australia include those involved in the transport 
of ammonium nitrate as well as the fuel tanker mishap in 
Mona Vale, NSW in 2014. As a leader in the industry this 
presentation provides an opportunity to learn about what 
is happening in the industry and particularly how the Toll 
Group differentiates itself in this highly competitive market.

    Tim Kehoe – Toll Liquids, Toll Resources & Government 
Logistics – General Manager

11:00  Reinsurance & Underwriting Inspections of  
Dangerous Goods Facilities

   Andre will focus on the regulations and Australian Standard 
surrounding the dangerous goods storage facilities and in 
particular AS 1940 which is being revised at present, and  
the problems insurers like FM and their clients have in 
meeting the Regulations, the Standard and dovetailing 
insurers requirements.

  He will discuss:

  • issues such as minor storage allowances
  •  very serious shortcomings in Section 11 of AS 1940 

regarding hydrant and sprinkler protection.

   He will also refer to the revision of AS 1940 and to projects  
FM Global are dealing with.

    Andre Mierzwa – FM Global (Australia) – Operations  
Chief Engineer

11:40  A Responder’s comments on some Hazmat incidents 
resulting from fires

   Paul will speak about the hazmat implications from fires 
involving hazardous materials. Two incidents on which he  
will particularly focus are:

  •  An explosion and fire at Rozelle, NSW, where asbestos 
contamination caused a significant impact on operations  
in particular the impact on the community in the  
recovery phase.

  •  A fire at a pool chemical supplier at Rydalmere, NSW,  
where there was concern over the impact of pool 
chemicals on firefighters  and the community, with 
the possibility of these products being carried to the 
environment in fire water runoff and the smoke plume.

    Superintendent Paul Johnstone – Fire & Rescue NSW – 
Capability Manager Hazmat

11:20  Changes in Australian Dangerous Goods Code (ADG) 
7.3 & Changes in Class 9 Materials (e.g. Potentially 
Polymerising Materials)

   The presentation will cover changes in the Australian 
Dangerous Goods Code (ADGC), Seventh edition, 7.3, 
published in August 2014. In particular it will focus on 
changes in the code from the previous Seventh edition which 
was published in 2011. Amongst other topics, changes in 
Class 9 materials from the previous edition will be discussed. 
As the WA participant on the Competent Authorities Panel 
(CAP) Stephen is able to provide particular background to 
these changes and to discuss the process for the Consultation 
on UN18 Amendments to the ADGC, Seventh edition, 7.4.

    Stephen Lane – Department of Mines and Petroleum (WA) 
– Senior Dangerous Goods Officer

09:55  Ammonium Nitrate Transport Incidents 
(joint presentation)

   Recent incidents have drawn attention to the road transport of 
ammonium nitrate in Australia, most notably the incident near 
Charleville, Queensland on 5 September 2014 where a road 
train of ammonium nitrate was involved in a traffic accident 
with subsequent detonation. Ryan and Jeff will discuss 
ammonium nitrate road transport incidents in Australia and 
overseas, including spills, fires and explosions. Ryan will 
provide comment as the lead investigator for the incident at 
Charleville, and Jeff will outline observations of an ammonium 
nitrate road train fatal crash and fire near Wubin in WA.  
A partial chronology of incidents will be discussed and other 
incidents compared. Current emergency response advice  
will be considered in light of observations from incidents.

    Ryan Brogden – Department of Natural Resources & 
Mines (QLD) – Principal Inspector of Explosives, Safety & 
Health Division

    Dr Jeff Davis – Department of Fire & Emergency Services 
(WA) – Principal Scientific Officer, Special Operations Response

09:35  Dangerous Goods Transport in UK/EUROPE
   Desmond will briefly describe the special aspects of the 

European Road (ADR) provisions, the requirements for, and 
role of, the Dangerous Goods Safety Adviser (DGSA), and how 
the UK won the right to retain its Emergency Action Code 
(EAC) provisions for tanker markings. Also the creation in 2010 
of the British Association of Dangerous Goods Professionals 
(BADGP), which has a LinkedIn discussion group with already 
some 1000+ members, drawn from many parts of the world.

    Desmond Waight – DanGoods Training & Consultancy 
Ltd. (UK) – Owner and Principal Consultant

10:15 Panel Session

10:30 Morning Tea

Conference Program

Day 2 – Wednesday 17 June
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15:15  Impact of Poor Quality Safety Data Sheets (SDS)
   Many businesses use and store hazardous chemicals and the 

correct use of information from safety data sheets (SDS) is 
important for the protection of everyone in the workplace. 
Hazardous chemicals used without following the information 
on a SDS may cause injury or illness to workers. Similarly, poor 
quality information in the SDS may cause issues for workers 
and others who may require information on the hazardous 
chemicals used in the workplace.

    Andrew Battye – WorkCover Authority (NSW) – Team 
Coordinator, Dangerous Goods & Explosive Materials, 
Hazardous Chemicals Services, Work Health & Safety Division

15:40  Updating Standards in Australia 
(Including Emergency Response Guides)

   Australian Standards for the transportation and storage of 
hazardous chemicals and dangerous goods include SAA/SNZ 
HB76:2010 Handbook Dangerous Goods – Initial Emergency 
Response Guide. This was based on the Emergency Response 
Guide jointly developed by Canadian, US and Mexican 
government agencies. Standards Australia has no current 
plan to include updates made in the overseas Guide.

   Australian Standards for storage and handling are reviewed 
far less frequently than equivalent overseas standards and 
often fail to keep up with commercially available equipment 
and methods. Peter will comment on this with its implications 
for the safe transportation and storage of dangerous goods 
throughout Australia.

    W.V. Peter Hunt – Whamcorp Pty Ltd – Director

13:30  NICNAS Classification of Respirable Silica &  
Exposure Standards

   The speaker has been exploring exposure to respirable 
quartz and effect on lung function, in quarries and 
dimension stone mines, in Queensland, Australia. His findings 
“challenge” the adequacy of the current Safe Work Australia 
Exposure Standard of 0.1mg/m3 TWA 8hr. This presentation 
will demonstrate why this Exposure Standard must not  
be considered as a fine dividing line between a safe and  
unsafe exposure.

    Dr Sue Reed – Edith Cowan University – Associate Professor

12:00 Panel Session 14:30 Panel Session

16:00 Panel Session

16:15 Closing Comments

12:15 Lunch 14:45 Afternoon Tea

The conference program is subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.  
All changes are at the discretion of the organising committee.

14:10  Should Australia Have a Mandatory Register of 
Nanomaterials?

   Despite still being an emerging field, the use of 
nanotechnology is expanding rapidly – as is our exposure  
to nanomaterials. There is a mounting body of evidence  
that some nanomaterials represent risks to human health  
and the environment.

   These concerns are reviewed and the case is made for a 
nanomaterial register. This would allow regulators to conduct 
basic risk assessments and provide meaningful information 
to protect the health of workers and consumers.

    Louise Sales – Friends of the Earth (Australia) –  
Emerging Tech Project Coordinator

13:50  Firefighter Exposures – It’s Not One Fire That Kills You
   United Firefighters Union of Australia National Secretary 

Peter Marshall’s presentation will detail the increased risk and 
incidence of specific cancers that are internationally accepted 
as occupational cancers for firefighters. He will explain the 
link between firefighting and cancer through the exposure 
to toxins and carcinogens and the cumulative effect of those 
exposures, the impact of temperature to absorption rate and 
will explain why firefighters can never be fully protected.

    Peter Marshall – United Firefighters Union Victoria – 
Secretary
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15 Amare Safety Pty Ltd
Amare Safety commenced operations as a supplier of personal protective 
safety equipment and associated products and services in the Australian 
market in 1985.  

It now stands in the marketplace as the leading privately owned Safety 
House in Australia. This has been achieved through continually refining and 
improving on our service offering, bringing to the market new products and 
services from the worlds leading product producers.

8 Australasian Institute of Dangerous Goods Consultants
The Australasian Institute of Dangerous Goods Consultants (AIDGC) is an 
independent industry body that exists for the benefit of the dangerous 
goods and hazardous chemicals industry, regulatory authorities, government, 
business and the general community. There are over 60 professional members 
who offer dangerous goods and hazardous chemicals related services.

5 Chemical Safety International
Chemical Safety International (formally known as ACOHS P/L) works with 
companies that manufacture, distribute or use chemicals.

Infosafe CSI ensures businesses maintain best practice workplace chemical 
safety and compliance. Infosafe contains all state DG regulations change. 
Access to over 1 million manufacturer / importer original SDS, which we 
maintain the currency of. Other services include ERS24/7, Labels, DG Storage 
Manifest, Risk Assessment, SDS GHS Creation, Audits & Training. 

14 Elide Fire Ball Australia Pty Ltd
Elide Australia is the sole distributor of the Elide Fire Extinguisher Ball in 
Australia. Our mission is to secure and protect lives and property from the 
hazard of fire. The Patented Elide Fire Extinguishing Ball is a revolutionary 
invention that can bolster your existing fire protection. It is the perfect partner 
for your fire extinguisher or fire blanket. The ball’s compact lightweight design 
makes it so unique and easy to use. Simply roll or toss the ball into a fire from a 
safe distance and it extinguishes the fire in seconds, anyone can use it.

6 & 7     FPA Australia 
Fire Protection Association Australia is Australia’s major technical and 
educational fire safety organisation aiming to achieve continual improvement 
in fire safety through active membership and a range of activities.

FPA Australia provides a central source of information and services to promote 
the protection of life, property and the environment in Australia.

11 Lisam Systems
Lisam provides worldwide companies with comprehensive solutions for EH&S 
management through its very competitive software ExESS: a GHS-ready and 
user-friendly platform. 

ExESS was designed, among other things, for the authoring, management 
and distribution of (M)SDS, volume tracking and reporting, labelling and more. 
User friendliness, free phone support, minimum investment and modular 
configuration are the strong points of our ExESS software, a cost-efficient 
formula that will help you master the management of your safety documents. 

2 Risk Management Technologies
As health, safety and environmental issues grow in complexity, having a 
complete, real-time total chemical management program has never been 
more important.  And the right software at the centre of this program is key  
to its success. RMT’s ChemAlert not only gives you and your employees 
access to original manufacturer’s SDSs for over 200,000 products, but also 
independent research and multiple international compliance standards, all  
in one powerful, user friendly application.

3 & 4 Scott Safety
Scott Safety is a world leader in the design and manufacturing of high 
performance respiratory protection products, monitoring and sensoring 
equipment and other personal protective solutions. Scott Safety’s 
comprehensive range of equipment is designed to protect personnel 
across a number of unique and hazardous work environments including 
fire and rescue services, petroleum, chemical, construction, industrial and 
emergency services, including first responders, law enforcement, military 
and civil defence operations. 

17 SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd
SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd (SLR) is a progressive Australian firm  
of consulting engineers and scientists providing innovative solutions  
for improving and sustaining our environment. SLR specialises in the  
energy, waste management, mining & minerals, infrastructure, planning  
& development, and industrial sectors. 

12 SOLBERG
Solberg is your one-stop resource for firefighting foam concentrates 
and custom-designed foam suppression systems hardware. An Amerex 
Corporation company, Solberg was founded in 1967 and has the expertise, 
capabilities and resources to serve the fire protection and firefighting industry 
throughout the world. Solberg offers an extensive line of firefighting foam 
concentrates for the control and extinguishment of Class A and Class B fires.

16 UL International 
UL is a global independent safety science company with more than a 
century of expertise innovating safety solutions from the public adoption 
of electricity to new breakthroughs in sustainability, renewable energy 
and nanotechnology. Dedicated to promoting safe living and working 
environments, UL helps safeguard people, products and places in important 
ways, facilitating trade and providing peace of mind.

13 Warsash Scientific
Warsash Scientific are exclusive Australian and New Zealand representatives 
for Thermo Scientific, portable optical analysers, the FirstDefender (Raman) 
and TruDefender FT (FTIR) rugged, ultra-compact, field-enabled spectroscopy 
instruments for rapid identification, authentication and screening of chemicals. 

Creating a safer chemical 
management industry by ensuring 
necessary information is accurate, 
appropriate and accessible
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