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Background

Implementation of the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas
Management Regulations 1995 and the requirements for practitioners
working with ODS and SGG fire extinguishing agents to hold the
appropriate Extinguishing Agent Handling Licences (EAHL’s) resulted in
questions from the fire protection industry as follows:

Questions

1. Do cleaners who have to isolate a system prior to entering a
compartment and may cause the system to discharge ODS and
SGG fire extinguishing agents need to hold an appropriate EAHL?

2. Do pilots who conduct pre flight or other tests that may cause a
fire protection system to discharge ODS and SGG fire
extinguishing agents need to hold an appropriate EAHL?
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3. Do transport drivers who carry ODS and SGG fire extinguishing
agents need to hold an appropriate EAHL?

4. Do those people who work in IT room local control centres need to
hold an appropriate EAHL?

The short answer is ‘no’.

The Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management
Regulations 1995 are intended to provide end-use management of
controlled extinguishing agents. One way of achieving this is to licence
technicians working with the ODS and SGG fire extinguishing agents in
such a manner that their duties involve the potential to cause an
emission of the agent. However, the licensing provisions do not apply to
cleaners and pilots. Certain responsibilities in regard to ‘non technicians’
who have access to the fire protection system in such a manner as may
have a potential for discharge rest with the owner of the system.

The owner of the fire protection system that contains ODS and SGG fire
extinguishing agents is responsible to ensure the following:

1. that anyone who has access to the fire protection system in such
a manner as may have a potential to cause a discharge has been
appropriately trained in the correct way to perform their duties so
that an emission is not caused, and

2. that any discharge of ODS and SGG fire extinguishing agents is
reported to the Fire Protection Industry (ODS & SGG) Board within
five days of the discharge occurring.

Note: Under the regulations, any dry powder fire extinguisher or
extinguishing system that uses a CFC, HCFC or HFC as a propellant,
must be maintained by a technician who holds the appropriate licence.
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